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Terri’s Two Cents
You know how it is when you are in-
volved in something for so long you
begin assuming people know what
you are talking about.  Jargon and
acronyms can be a little daunting for a
newcomer or someone who is unfami-
liar with the community. Is there a dif-
ference between the CDC and the
CRC?  Both are in CDN. Is the Table 
Jeunesse NDG related to the Comité
Jeunesse NDG? CIUSS?  CLSC? CSSS?
What is the CAP Walkley? 

Although I may not be able to trans-
late the neighbourhoods’ mumbo-
jumbo, I can take some time to clarify
who we are at Prevention Côte-des-
Neiges—Notre Dame de Grace, and
what we do, which will include clari-

fying all our long-term programs and
shorter-term projects. So, for the next
six months or so, I will set aside some
Nexus space to go over each depart-
ment (colour), including its history,
mandate and which staff does what.
With a new batch of team members in
our offices, there is no better time than
the present to describe the Prevention
CDN—NDG organigram.  

How did Prevention CDN—NDG come
to be? Well, back in the early 80’s the
Tandem Program was created by the
City of Montréal and the SPCUM (The
Police Montreal Police Service) in re-
sponse to a very high number of home
break-ins all over the city. A committee
was formed to create the program,
then called Operation Tandem, (Tan-
dem, like the two seated bicycle,
meaning citizens and police working
together). Their idea was that short-
term contracts (1-2 years) be given to

local community organizations to hire
community workers, also known as ani-
mators, to work with citizens to find
strategies to create various projects to
reflect local needs. Although the Tan-
dem Program had been running in
NDG since its inception in 1982 by the
NDG YMCA, it was not until 1988 when
Prevention NDG was created by a
triad of community groups, NDG Black
Community Association, NDG Outing
and Sports Club and Walkley Resi-
dents’ Association. A year later, a Tan-
dem office also opened up in
Cote-des-Neiges. Stay tuned for more
information in future editions! 

A note to everyone who is running for
office during these municipal elections.

I’d like to thank those of you who
would like to sit down with us to hear
what we have to say, or to learn more
about our programs, but please re-
member that we are an apolitical or-
ganization. If team members turn
down requests, it isn’t because they
don’t want to share the issues that they
face, it is because I have asked them
not to. I don’t want our peoples’ pic-
tures under captions like “Prev believes
this, or feels that.” Our longstanding
unwritten rule is that we all work with
those in power and have had positive
working relations with every party and
every counsellor regardless of with
whom they align.  We wish you all the
best of luck in your
campaigns and look
forward to working with
you all, come Novem-
ber 5th!

- Terri Ste.Marie

A Tale of Two Districts - The History of Prevention CDN-NDG

www.preventioncdnndg.org
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Vandalism in the Green Alleys
As the green alleys begin to be-
come numerous in the borough,
some of them have recently been
vandalized by taggers. Indeed,
the graffiti phenomenon does not
spare the green alleys. Whether
on murals or flower boxes, the
number of tags is constantly in-
creasing in the green alleys of
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce. It is a
shame to see that some works
have been spoiled by frightful
"tags". 
While they were originally in-
tended to prevent the appear-
ance of new graffiti, some murals
are targeted by taggers. Same for
flower boxes, especially in the
Marcil-Oxford green alley. The
taggers  "tag" to be noticed, re-
moving them quickly is one of the

best ways to prevent their reap-
pearance.

In order to prevent graffiti, many
options are available. First, climb-
ing plants or bushes along the
walls can restrict access to tag-
gers. Then, installing a motion de-
tector with a powerful light can
also discourage people intending

to do graffiti in alleys. Then there
are some transparent and
weather-resistant coatings on the
market that make the surfaces
less porous to prevent other sub-
stances from adhering to them.
Although this solution is more ex-
pensive, it allows removing the
graffiti with a simple cloth. 
If you would like to remove graffiti
on the wall of your residence, you
can also visit us at our office lo-
cated at 6575 Somerled Avenue,
suite 206, during our opening
hours (Tues-Fri 10 am-6pm and Sat
10 am-1pm) to get a graffiti re-
moval kit. This kit includes a clean-
ing product, a brush, a cloth,
safety glasses and a pair of plastic
gloves.

- Marc-Antoine Bertrand

Green Alleys Agent for Summer 2017
My name is Marc-Antoine
Bertrand and I am for the Green
alley project agent at the Éco-
quartier NDG for the 2017 sum-
mer. I am an urban planning
student at the University of Mon-
treal, where my role is mainly to
bring new ideas for new green
alley projects, but also to help
Nouha, the project manager for
the "Green Alley", with the numer-
ous documents and forms that
come with the implantation of the
green alleys in Notre-Dame de
Grâce.
Having the chance to work on
the green alleys project at the
Éco-quartier NDG was really moti-
vating. I am pleased to have
been able to participate in proj-
ects that will have a direct impact
on the environment and the lives
of many citizens and that will

allow the occupation of these
often forsaken places. Alleys rep-
resent enormous potential be-
cause of their size but also becau-
se of their proximity to residences.

In addition to improving the
cleanliness and aesthetics of the
public spaces, the green alley no-
tably makes it possible to reduce
the heat islands but also to in-
crease the land value of neigh-

boring residences. The project
can also develop a certain sense
of belonging and to improve co-
habitation in the community.
If you want to learn more about
the green alley project, you can
find more information on Preven-
tion CDN-NDG site http://preven-
tioncdnndg.org/eco-quartier/gre
en-lane-ways/
or on the City of Montreal website
http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/por-
tal/page?_pageid=7657,10833557
2&_dad=portal&_schema=POR-
TAL. 
Why not also take a stroll through
the different green alleys in NDG?
A map of green lanes is available
on the “Regroupement des Éco-
quartiers” website
(https://www.eco-quartiers.org/
ruelle_verte).

- Marc-Antoine Bertrand

Subsidies for Ash Trees
NDG Property owners with ash
trees on their property can now
benefit from financial aid from the
City of Montreal to cut down and
replace their ash trees destroyed
by the emerald ash-borer. 
On August 21st, the City of Mon-
treal adopted a by-law that offers
subsidies for cutting down trees
with a maximum diameter of
5cm. The subsidy cannot exceed
the cutting fees, or $4000 per

property. Property owners who
would like to take advantage of
this offer must apply for funding,
and indicate that they would like
to be considered for the tree
planting program. The request for
funding must be done once the
tree has been cut down. 
To learn more about the program,
or to fill in a subsidy request,
please visit the city’s website :

http://www1.ville.montreal.qc.ca/
banque311/content/agrile-du-
fr%C3%AAne-aide-
financi%C3%A8re-pour-labattage-
et-le-remplacement-des-
fr%C3%AAnes-priv%C3%A9s

http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/por-
tal/page?_pa-
geid=8797,142106032&_dad=port
al&_schema=PORTAL

http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/portal/page?_pageid=8797,142106032&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
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http://www1.ville.montreal.qc.ca/banque311/content/agrile-du-fr%C3%AAne-aide-financi%C3%A8re-pour-labattage-et-le-remplacement-des-fr%C3%AAnes-priv%C3%A9s
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http://www1.ville.montreal.qc.ca/banque311/content/agrile-du-fr%C3%AAne-aide-financi%C3%A8re-pour-labattage-et-le-remplacement-des-fr%C3%AAnes-priv%C3%A9s
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Collection of Used School Supplies: Another Success!
If you go around the schools at
the end of the school year, you
will be amazed by the "enormous"
quantities of waste generated
only by discarded school supplies
that are often in very good condi-
tion, if not almost new! On the
other hand, if you go around the
stores, before the start of the
school year, you will be even
more terrified of the high prices of
school supplies, mostly since
many parents cannot afford to
buy these "essentials” for their chil-
dren! Sadly, these two scenarios
are very real and familiar to some
of you. So how can we reduce
this waste, give a second life to
used school materials, while help-
ing disadvantaged families? We
found our answer to this question
in the project "Collection of used
school Supplies at NDG" that
started at the Éco-quartier NDG in
2016.

This project encourages mutual
help in the community and the
maintenance of a clean environ-
ment. Last year's first edition was
an unexpected hit, yet in 2017,
the project has had an even bet-
ter success, with even broader
community involvement.

Thanks to the generous contribu-
tion of the YMCA-NDG, Loyola
high school, Villa Maria high
school, Saint-Luc high school,
Saint-Monica elementary school,
Royal Vale elementary school
and Lower Canada College ele-
mentary School, we picked up
more than sixty large boxes, all
filled with a wide variety of
reusable school supplies! The resi-
dents of NDG did not miss our call
and brought us the school sup-
plies that were hanging around

their homes without any use. With
this simple gesture, they gave a
second life to these objects by of-
fering them to a child who will
need them for his studies. The nov-
elty for this year is the participa-
tion of the Éco-quartier Lachine
who has offered us a generous
amount of reusable school sup-
plies. Their involvement was to en-
courage this good environmental
and community movement. 

So here we are, with boxes, boxes
and boxes filled with all types of
used school supplies that must be
stored during the summer,
cleaned, sorted and delivered at
the beginning of the school year
2017-2018. Since we do not have
enough space at the Éco-quartier
NDG to store this huge amount of
used school equipment, we were
facing a big challenge. However,
members of the of St. Philip’s An-
glican Church were to our rescue:
We were provided not only with a
room for storage during the sum-
mer, but also a large space for
sorting, cleaning and organizing
the school effects with our volun-
teers. Many thanks to Andrew,
Carol, Reverend James, Andy
and Tyrone, of the St. Philip’s An-
glican Church, for their help
throughout this project.

All the collected school supplies
were sorted, cleaned and organ-
ized by our "super volunteers":
Olivia, Antoine-Maxence, Kassie,
Mathieu, Alexia, Gabriel and
Debra.  Thanks to Robin for her
help during the delivery. Thanks to
Second Cup Loyola and Subway
Somerled that generously pro-
vided us with beverages and

snacks for our volunteers during
the school supplies cleaning ac-
tivity.
After the cleaning and organiza-
tion, the school materials were dis-
tributed to 9 NDG schools:
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce elemen-
tary school, Saint-Catherine-de-
Sienne elementary school, Saint-
Monica elementary school, 
Judith-Jasmin elementary school,
Anne-Hébert school elementary
school, the Muslim elementary
school, Les enfants du monde ele-
mentary school, Annexe Saint-Luc
high school and the Muslim high
school. In addition, the West-
haven, Walkley and St-Raymond
community centers received
school supplies for distribution in
the community. Six NDG families
contacted us to receive some
supplies for their children. It was a
great pleasure to lend a helping
hand to these parents.

The project "Collection of used
school supplies" is an opportunity
to introduce our youth to the 3RV
principle (Reduction, Reuse, Recy-
cling and Valorization) by reduc-
ing the purchase of new school
equipment, often very expensive
for parents, and the reuse of used
school materials. This will allow
them to contribute to reducing
our waste (which often ends up in
landfills) and play an important
role in their community by helping
the others.

My thanks go to the community,
residents of NDG, schools, busi-
nesses, and organizations that
have contributed d to this project
through their donations, accom-
modations, advice and encour-
agement.

- Nouha Dhahri
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George Joined Eco for the Summer
This is a testimonial by one of our
summer students, a newly arrived
Chinese refugee, referred to us by
the CJE Montreal. We’re happy
that he enjoyed his time with us!

I am 16-years old and was looking
for my first summer job. The CJE
Montreal placed me with Éco-
quartier NDG for a seven week
work program. At the beginning, I
wasn’t sure what to expect, and I
panicked a little bit wondering
how I would carry out the work at
hand. Weeks later, I now have a
better understanding of my work.
During the last weeks, I have done
data entry, document translation,
weeding in the community gar-
den, and even door to door sur-
veys in Mandarin for the food
waste program. The Éco-quartier
NDG does real work for the envi-
ronment and residents’ life. The
work is very diverse, and it is re-

warding as I can see that it often
makes people happy. Everyone in
the office is very amiable, and the
work atmosphere is very comfort-
able. It is amazing how much
work gets done here! 

Of course, not everything goes
smoothly! Sometimes I make mis-
takes: the data is entered wrong,
the text is not well translated,

sometimes a few blades of grass
are uprooted with the ragweed
when we pull it out, and some-
times I’m not sure how to answer
a customer. I realized that data
entry requires patience, yet
speed. Document translation
needs careful scrutiny. Door-to-
door visits require a friendly ap-
proach. Fortunately, with the help
of my colleagues, I learned from
my mistakes and did a good job
in the end. 
After my seven weeks had
passed, I had to leave the Éco-
quartier NDG to start high school
in Canada. Thank you very much
to everybody in the office, for
their tolerance and their help. I
would be very willing to return to
work here. I think that I really got a
lot out of it, it was a valuable ex-
perience.

- George Zhang, Summer student

A Volunteer’s Story
Amel is a talented volunteer who
reached out to Éco-quartier NDG
in the fall of 2016 looking for an in-
ternship as a graphic designer.
She was part of the Transart vers
l’emploi program, which aims to
help those who have suffered
from mental health issues get
back into the working world. Amel
took part in a four week ex-
ploratory internship, helping the
Éco-quartier NDG with their info-
graphics and photography
needs.

From the beginning, we were im-

pressed with Amel’s professional-
ism. She was proactive and was
keen to remind us that she was
available and interested in volun-
teering with Éco-quartier NDG be-
yond her internship commitment.
She was flexible in her schedule
and open to our various requests.
As a graphic designer, she
worked on a poster to promote
our biodiversity quiz event. Amel
was also the photographer for
Prévention CDN-NDG’s 2017 An-
nual General Meeting (AGM),
and for our flower distribution ac-
tivity. In addition,  Éco-quartier

NDG now has brand new staff
photos for its webpage thanks to
Amel. Her work as a volunteer
photograph includes photo re-
touching and other related tasks.
We are so grateful for her involve-
ment with us, and for her excel-
lent work. Many thanks, Amel!

The Éco-quartier NDG is always
looking for dynamic volunteers
passionate about graphic design,
photography, and communica-
tions. Contact us at
benevoles.econdg@gmail.com

- Lysiane Chagnon-Fontaine

Quebec Waste Reduction Week
The Quebec Waste Reduction
Week (SQRD (semaine québé-
coise de réduction des déchets)
will run from the 21st to the 29th of
October. It represents an excel-
lent opportunity to remind citizens
to rethink their consumption
habits.  Obviously, the more we
consume, the greater our residual
waste increases, and the faster
the garbage dump fills up.  Sev-
eral million tons of garbage is
brought to the Lachenaie dump

every year.  
The Éco-quartier NDG has pre-
pared several activities during
Waste Reducation Week in order
to encourage this awareness.
Among these activities there are
more than ten workshops for chil-
dren by Éco-quartier NDG staff.  A
purse and jewellery exchange, as
well as a book exchange will be
offered at the Éco-quartier NDG.
And the final activity will be a 3RV
Halloween costume making acti-

vity. 
The goal of these activities is to
highlight the SQRD by encourag-
ing citizens to make everyday a

little bit
greener, and
to consider
the waste
they pro-
duce every
day. 
- Nikki
Schiebel
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Purse and Jewellery Exchange
As part of the Waste Re-
duction Week (Oct 17th
to 25th) the Éco-quartier
NDG is hosting a purse
and jewellery swap
event! Some of the
most effective ways to
reduce waste is to
reuse, repurpose and
swap existing items
whenever possible.

Do you have jewellery
or purses that you no
longer use? Bring your
jewellery and purses
that are still in good
condition and ex-
change them with oth-
ers!  Join the trade at
the Éco-quartier NDG
on Thursday, October

19th. This free activity
will take place from 5-
8pm. Extra purses will be
donated to the YWCA’s
business women initia-
tives.

It’s good for you, and
it’s good for the envi-
ronment!

Used Book Collection
Do you have books you
are no longer reading?
Éco-quartier NDG is
seeking book donations
for a used book ex-
change that will take
place during the
Québec Waste Reduc-
tion Week (October 21st
to 29th). The exchange
will be on Sunday, Oc-

tober 22nd from 10am-
noon. 
Please bring your used
books to Éco-quartier
NDG before September
30th. 
Any books left-over
after the exchange will
be given to community
organizations. 

Halloween Costume / Craft Creation
Halloween enthusiasts,
come to the Walkley
Center to create your
own Halloween cre-
ation with recycled ma-
terials. 

Saturday, October 21st
at the Walkley Center
(6650 Cote-St.Luc). 
Free activities!

10am-noon:
Children (0-5 years old)
and their parents are in-
vited for a recycled
craft activity. 

1-4pm:
Everyone is
welcome to
create Hal-
loween cos-
tumes out of
recycled ma-
terials. Éco-
quartier NDG
staff & volun-
teers will be
on hand to
help you cre-
ate your cos-
tume. 

Éco-quartier
NDG will be
collecting
used cos-
tumes until
Saturday Oc-
tober 21st.
These cos-
tumes will be

distributed to other Hal-
loween enthusiasts at
the Walkley event!

October Activities 
at the Éco-quartier NDG

Green waste collection:
The collection will take
place on Wednesdays:
10 collections this fall:
Wednesdays from Sep-
tember 27th to Novem-
ber 29th. 
Plastic bags have been
found to jam up the
machines which turn
the compost, and be-
cause of this, many ma-
chines were broken. For
that reason, plastic

bags are discouraged
for green waste. Please
use paper bags or
reusable containers.  

Free compost: On Sat-
urday October 7th, in
NDG Park, from 10 am
to 12 pm. Bring your
own container and re-
ceive up to 30L of com-
post. Proof of residence
is required.

Écocentre Winter Schedule
Please note that the
opening hours for the
Montreal ecocentres
will change as of Octo-
ber 15 (winter schedule
until April 14, 2017). 
Tuesday through Satur-
day from 10am-6pm

(closed Sundays and
Mondays).
http://ville.montreal.qc.
ca/portal/page?_pa-
geid=7237,75371938&_d
ad=portal&_schema=P
ORTAL

http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/portal/page?_pageid=7237,75371938&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/portal/page?_pageid=7237,75371938&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/portal/page?_pageid=7237,75371938&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/portal/page?_pageid=7237,75371938&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL

http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/portal/page?_pageid=7237,75371938&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
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Halloween trick-or-
treating safety tips

Children should:
• Go only to well-lit
houses and remain
on porches rather
than entering houses.
• Travel in small
groups and be ac-
companied by an adult.
• Know their home phone number
in case an emergency telephone
call is necessary.
• Have their names and ad-
dresses attached to their cos-
tumes (preferably hidden under
their costume).
• Bring treats home before eating
them so parents can inspect
them.
• Use costume knives and swords
that are flexible, not rigid or sharp.
• Do not go into a stranger’s au-
tomobile.

When walking in neighbourhoods
children should:
• Use flashlights, stay on sidewalks
and avoid crossing yards.
• Cross streets at the corner, use
crosswalks (where they exist) and
do not cross between parked
cars.

• Stop at all corners and stay to-
gether in a group before crossing.
• Wear clothing that is bright, re-
flective and flame retardant. RE-
MEMBER: A flame-retardant
costume does not mean that it is
fire proof. Always keep your cos-
tume away from any type of
open flame or other heat sources.
• Consider using face paint in-
stead of masks. (Masks can ob-
struct a child's vision.)
• Avoid wearing hats that will slide
over their eyes.
• Avoid wearing long, baggy or
loose costumes or oversized shoes
(to prevent tripping).
• Look left, right and left again
before crossing the street.
• Use the buddy system, and

make sure you have at least one
buddy with you the entire
evening.

Parents and adults should:
• Supervise the outing for children
under age 12.
• Establish a curfew (a return
time) for older children.
• Parents should plan a route for
your child to use while trick-or-
treating and set an early return
time for your child.
• Prepare homes for trick-or-
treaters by clearing porches,
lawns and sidewalks and by plac-
ing jack-o-lanterns away from
doorways and landings.
• Avoid giving choking hazards
such as gum, peanuts, hard can-
dies or small toys as treats to
young children.
• Do not hand out homemade or
unwrapped candies to children.
• When your children return
home, examine and discard all
candies that are not factory
sealed or wrapped by the candy
manufacturer. Never eat home-
made or unwrapped treats.

Parents and adults should ensure
the safety of pedestrian trick-or-
treaters:
• Make sure children are super-
vised as they cross the street.
• Drive slowly.
• Watch for children in the street
and on medians.
• Exit driveways and alleyways
carefully.
• Have children get out of cars on

the curbside, not
on the traffic side.

Tips about pump-
kins and decora-
tions:
• Carve pumpkins
on stable, flat sur-
faces with good
lighting.

• Have children draw a face on
the outside of the pumpkin and
have parents do the cutting.
• Be sure to place lit pumpkins
well away from anything that can
burn and far enough out of your
way of trick-or-treaters, doorsteps,
walkways and yards. Do not leave
lit pumpkins unattended.
• It is safest to use a flashlight or
battery-operated candle in a
jack-o-lantern. If you use a real
candle, use extreme caution.
Make sure children are watched
at all times when candles are lit.
When lighting candles inside jack-
o-lanterns, use long, fireplace
style matches or a utility lighter.
• Dried flowers, cornstalks and
crepe paper are highly flamma-
ble. Keep these and other deco-
rations well away from all open
flames and heat sources, includ-
ing light bulbs and heaters.
• Remember to keep exits clear
of decorations, so nothing blocks
escape routes.
• Tell children to stay away from
open flames. Be sure they know
how to stop, drop and roll if their
clothing catches fire. (Have them
practice, stopping immediately,
dropping to the ground, covering
their face with hands, and rolling
over and over to put the flames
out.)
Parents are encouraged to share
these tips with their children to en-
sure a safe and enjoyable
evening for the entire family.
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New Challenges
After a year and a half working
with the seniors of Côte-des-
Neiges, I am, since this summer,
the new outreach worker for
youth from 12 to 25 years old in
Côte-des-Neiges. 
I am very happy to continue to
work in Côte-des-Neiges because
it’s a neighborhood I learned to
love! I find this neighborhood very
lively: no matter what time or
where I am walking, I am always
stimulated by all the different
stores, the parks, the people of all
horizons and cultures, the different
languages I hear; in short, there is
action everywhere! On the other
hand, Côte-des-Neiges is also a
neighborhood where there are a
lot of needs. Should it be for the
new immigrants, the housing insta-
bility, jobs, insalubrious apart-

ments, alcohol or drug consump-
tion, it is obvious that the pres-
ence of community workers is es-
sential for Côte-des-Neiges
residents. 

With my new role, I have the im-
pression I’m seeing the neighbor-
hood with a whole new perspec-
tive and, already, a few things
have attracted my attention.
Among others, I have noticed
more and more youth begging at
metro stations or at street corners.
I also noticed young adults play-
ing basketball with young adoles-
cents, guiding them and giving
them tips. I am extremely stimu-
lated and motivated by my new
job and I hope I can bring support
and comfort to the youth of Côte-
des-Neiges. On my side, 

I know that I will learn a lot and
that this job will widen my horizons
as a community worker but also,
as a person.

I have to say that it made me a lit-
tle sad to leave “my” seniors,
some of which I knew since more
than a year! But since the first
hours I spent with Laura, the new
outreach worker for seniors in
Côte-des-Neiges, I was reassured.
Laura already seems very com-
fortable in her role and she easily
makes contact with seniors. I
quickly noticed her empathy and
her approach that is very respect-
ful of each person's rhythm. I
know that, with her, Côte-des-
Neiges seniors are in very good
hands! 

- Annie Thifault

Door-to-Door Project
This summer, I was lucky to super-
vise, with Pierre-Antoine Baril from
the Corporation de Développe-
ment Communautaire de CDN, a
door-to-door project in Côte-des-
Neiges. 
The goal of the project was to
meet Côte-des-Neiges citizens
who are living in situations
of poverty and social ex-
clusion, in order to ques-
tion them on their
impressions of Côte-des-
Neiges and on their needs,
and also to give them in-
formation on the resources
available in the neighbor-
hood. 

A team of 5 students were
hired by the CDC, added
to 2 students hired by Mul-
ticaf. The dynamic team
met a large number of citi-
zens during the summer and al-
lowed them to express themselves
on the services offered in Côte-
des-Neiges and on the changes
they would like to see in their
neighborhood. One thing that the
team was surprised of was how
well they were received by most
of the citizens they met. They also
quickly saw how relevant the proj-
ect was, by the amount of infor-
mation they got; they also
noticed that it seemed to relieve

the citizens to be able to express
themselves on their needs and
their vision of Côte-des-Neiges. 

Also, the project allowed a large
number of people to know about
resources and services that were
unknown to them.

I loved working with that team of
super motivated students, whose
smiles and open approach surely
contributed to make the citizens
comfortable to express them-
selves.

This summer, Prevention CDN-
NDG also hired a student to do
door-to door in the Snowdon dis-
trict, this time in order to meet
seniors. She met a large number
of seniors to give them resources

and to see if the services offered
in their district answer their needs.

Also, parallel to the door-to-door
project, there was an ethnogra-
phy project in Côte-des-Neiges
during the summer. Ethnography
is a method in social sciences

which goal is a descrip-
tive and analytic study,
on the field, of the cus-
toms of a determined
population. A team of 9
ethnographers spent the
summer observing Côte-
des-Neiges and meeting
people for the #Amplifier-
CDN project. Some
ethnographers teamed
up with the door- to-door
students to go meet resi-
dents in their home.

The next step of the door-
to-door project will be to analyse
the information and data assem-
bled by the students and, ulti-
mately, to collaborate with many
different actors in the neighbor-
hood in order to see how the serv-
ices can be improved to better
answer to the needs of Côte-des-
Neiges citizens.

- Annie Thifault
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This month, Nexus interviews anot-
her member of our Board, Rapi
Sota.

Nexus: Hi Rapi!  Thank you for tak-
ing time for this interview and a
late welcome to the Board of 
Directors! Tell us about yourself. 
Rapi: I am a naturalized Cana-
dian, originally from Albania.  I ap-
preciate the fact that I have
been naturalized with my own
forces. I chose the country with
my wife. We came here in July
2010 and are fully integrated.  We
felt it was important for our kids.
My family loves it here!  We have
good jobs, our own home and the
children are getting educated.  It
was well worth coming here!

Nexus: How old are your chil-
dren?
Rapi: My son is 17 and my daugh-
ter is 11.

Nexus: What brought you to be-
come interested in joining the
Board?
Rapi: The way you are organized.

The organization is very welcom-
ing and have excellent communi-
cations.  This gives me the
opportunity to give a hand, and
to also learn from your experi-
ence. I like supporting the positive
things about a community.  This
benefits the positive development
of the neighbourhood.  The staff is
working for great causes!

Nexus: You are the Director of
the CRC (Centre de Ressources
Communautaire).  Tell us about
that.
Rapi: It’s a great job because I

get to work in both communica-
tions and problem solving. I am
constantly in touch with people
and organizations. Maintaining
good relationships between or-
ganizations and providing a good
service to citizens is the most im-
portant.

Nexus: What do we not know
about you?
Rapi: I paint, and my diploma in
school was in Fine Arts. I use both
oils and acrylic.  My second pas-
sion is cooking and I love fishing.
The long winters pushes us to find
something to do out of doors.
Painting clears my mind and I can
do it for hours.

Nexus: If you had no restrictions,
(like money or time)what would
you be doing?
Rapi: I’d invest in hospitals and
education.  I’d organize a big art
exhibit and raise money to do-
nate it to a good cause!

Nexus: Thank you Rapi and wel-
come aboard!

Interview With A Board Member

PARKING Day is an annual open-
source global event where citi-
zens, artists and activists
collaborate to temporarily trans-
form metered parking spaces into
“PARKING” spaces: temporary
public places. 

The project began in 2005 when
Rebar, a San Francisco art and
design studio, converted a single
metered parking space into a
temporary public park in down-
town San Francisco. Since 2005,
PARKING Day has evolved into a
global movement, with organiza-

tions and individuals (operating in-
dependently of Rebar but follow-
ing an established set of
guidelines) creating new forms of
temporary public space in urban
contexts around the world.

The mission of PARK-
ING Day is to call at-
tention to the need
for more urban open
space, to generate
critical debate
around how public
space is created and
allocated, and to im-

prove the quality of urban human
habitat … at least until the meter
runs out!
This year, the Fielding Walkley
community organizer and mobi-
lizer teamed up with a few volun-
teers, and set up camp on
Fielding Street, between Montclair
and King Edward. We served cof-
fee and water and snacks. Resi-
dents drew pictures, sat to chat
and learn about us and our serv-
ices, and played dominoes with
neighbours they didn’t even know
they had. It was great to see fa-
miliar residents and meet so many
new ones. -Jennifer Chapman

Parking Day
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Hip Hop You Don’t Stop cele-
brated its 12th edition this month! 
The festival promotes positive al-
ternatives through urban arts to
at-risk youth and encourages
them to use art as a creative out-
let, to externalize their emotions
and to exercise social responsibil-
ity by being involved in major cul-
tural projects. 

Hip Hop You Don’t Stop honoured
urban culture with 5 days of
eclectic programming, from a
photography exhibit that focused
on the reality of migrant workers in
the west of Montreal, to panels,
music, a short film, a barber 

battle, B-Boy/B-Girl battles, Rap
battles, workshops and much
more! 

The traditional truck
mural competition this
year, was a tribute to
the internationally
renowned Montreal
artist (Alex Scaner)
Scan, whose life’s work
and recent passing af-
fected the majority of
the urban scene in
Montréal profoundly. 

- Jennifer Chapman

Hip Hop You Don’t Stop 2017

Rumor has it that there were close
to 300 people in attendance at
this year’s Fielding Walkley Fete
de Quartier on September 10th!

Sharon Sweeney, Coordinator of
the Demarche Fielding-Walkley
did a great job organizing and
collaborating with our partners to
make this festival happen. 

The food was fantastic, thanks to
the NDG Food Depot, The Fielding
Walkley Resident Group, and
some extraordinary volunteers. 

The Loyola Dance crew put on a
great show and our groove in-
structors really got the crowd
moving. It was great to see so
many members of the community
come together, to share re-
sources, food and fun times! 

And its days like that make my job
feel so worthwhile.

- Jennifer Chapman

Fête de Quartier
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Nous offrirons plusieurs activités pour enfants et ados
- Maison hantée, maquillage, toile d’araignée, Boîte magique, Photo-booth, Ballons sus-
pendus, Triage de bonbons, sac de bonbons et plus encore!
TOUTES LES ACTIVITÉS SONT GRATUITES!
Café, thé et biscuits pour les adultes
We will be offering several activities for younger and older kids:
- Hounted house, Face painting, Spiders net, Magic box,
Photo booth, Hanging balloons, Candy game, Candy bag
and much more
ALL THE ACTIVITES ARE FREE!
Coffee, tea and biscuits for adults!

Halloween à 6767 Cote-des-Neiges!

Mardi, 31 octobre
16h30 à 18h30
Tuesday October 31 
4.30pm to 6.30pm

Par/by: 
Baobab Familial et
Prévention CDN/NDGLes enfants restent sur la 

responsabilité de leurs parents


